[Superacute xenogenic rejection: attempted treatment with anti-idiotypic antibodies].
Heart xenotransplantation in the guinea-pig to rat model, a highly discordant combination, is invariably followed by a hyperacute rejection of the graft. Preformed IgMs were shown to be responsible for the destruction of the graft by stimulating the complement cascade. We tried to inhibit preformed antibodies, before transplantation, by inducing anti-idiotypic antibodies using autologous Fab' mu specific for guinea-pig endothelial cells. This treatment seems to exert a neutralizing effect on xenogeneic hyperimmunization, against guinea-pig endothelial cells but not against preformed anti-guinea-pig antibodies.